64                            PAUL CAUCUIN
up. The group ate in a small room that led out of the larger
dining-room of the pension where the orthodox ate* It was
referred to by the rest as the Succwrsah de Clarenton,
Charenton being the best known lunatic asylum in France.
A drawing by Gauguin exists inscribed with these words that
some diner from the larger room had considered witty to
scrawl across it.
Among the academic painters who were there at the time
the name of only one has been preserved, for the reason that he
signed his canvases "G. de Maupassant/' He may or may not
have been the father of the great novelist, or any relation
whatever, but his canvases found a ready sale among those
who imagined that they were buying rare works by the author
of Bottle de Suif. This particular man threatened to leave the
pension when Madame Gloanec wished to have some of
Gauguin's paintings on the walls of the public rooms. To keep
the peace in the pension another ruse was employed that
enabled one of his canvases to be hung. Mademoiselle
Bernard, Emile Bernard's sister, signed it with her name and
"G. de Maupassant" imagined that he had had his way.
Another painter, Paul S6rusier, now entered the circle of
the pestiferts. At the beginning a member of the academic
group and a pupil at the Academic Julian in Paris, he did not,
because of his orthodox environment, speak to the ill-viewed
band who ate in the little dining-room until the end of 1888,
but this was before Gauguin had left to join Vincent Van Gogh
at Aries. By the spring of the next year he had been converted
to them and surprised Gauguin, during the Universal Exhibition
which produced the Eiffel Tower, by telling him so. In the
Academic Julian he caused considerable consternation by
introducing Pierre Bonnard, Edouard Vuillard and Maurice
Denis, among others, to the new theories which Gauguin was
expounding and which were to lead to the movement called
Syntlctism.
Gauguin was flattered by the position that he had been
able to assume at Pont-Aven. He told Mette of this as if he